
 
Assessments of language proficiency 
 
The assessments given in the in-home interviews (years 1-3) were the BEST Plus 
(listening comprehension) and the Peabody Picture Vocabulary Test (PPVT). In 
addition, in the classroom, students were given the BEST Literacy test and the 
CASAS (Comprehensive Adult Student Assessment System). 
 

 2002 2003 2004 2005 
  7/18/2003 7/17/2004 8/23/2005 

BEST Plus 
(listening/speaking)   

(not available) 
 

(not available) 
598 

( advanced ) 

     
PPVT Raw score 

vocabulary Age 
equivalence

 
110 

 
8 

109 
 
8 

109 
 
8 

     

BEST literacy  8/8/2003  
  

SPL* V 
(high intermediate)

 
11/4/2003 

  

SPL V 
(high intermediate)

  

     
CASAS 

(listening)  11/14/2003 5/25/2004 8/04/2005 

  199 
(high beginning) 

207 
(low intermediate) 

217 
(high intermediate)

*SPL= Student performance level 
V= “Individual can read text on familiar subjects that have a simple and clear underlying structure (e.g., 
clear main idea, logical order). Can use word analysis skills and context clues to determine meaning with 
texts on familiar subjects.  Individual can write simple paragraphs with main idea and supporting details on 
familiar topics (e.g., daily activities, personal issues) by recombining learned vocabulary and structures. Can 
self- and peer-edit for spelling, grammar, and punctuation errors.” 
 
 
Valerio reported having 12 years of education in Mexico, and by his 11th month in 
the U.S., and in his third term of ESL classes, Valerio had attained high-
intermediate proficiency in English literacy. Listening test scores (CASAS) show a 
steady increase over two years moving from high-beginning to high-intermediate 
proficiency in that time.     
 
The plateau in literacy scores (both BEST Literacy and PPVT) may be due to the 
fact that Valerio did not do much pleasure reading in English (see reading 



inventory below). He also did not speak English much outside the classroom 
reporting that Spanish was his primary language of communication inside and 
outside the home. 
 
 

 2003  2004  2005 

Reading in 
English 

For 
obligation 

For 
pleasure  For 

obligation
For 

pleasure  For 
obligation 

For 
pleasure

Minutes per 
week 60 20  310 20  35 20 

 


